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Headquarters U.S. VIII Fighter Command

8th Air Force U.S.A.A.F.

Narratives of Operations

1942-45

The Narratives of Operations of Headquarters U.S. VIII Fighter Command, of the Eighth Air Force, U.S.A.A.F., were one of the many typed reports issued in the wake of bomber-support and fighter missions, flown by the Command from bases in Great Britain, over the period 1943 to 1945. Other typed reports concerning the missions of the Eighth Air Force included Daily Intelligence Operations Summaries, Reports on Operations, and Digests issued by the Headquarters and its subsidiary Commands, Combat Wings, and Groups. 

The Narratives of Headquarters U.S. VIII Fighter Command were swiftly issued by the General-Commanding following an operation to a wide distribution of parties, ranging from government, diplomatic and military. The security level was not high, so the Narratives came under the Confidential, Destroy or File listing. They were therefore reports fresh from the operations, of interest, but read with the proviso that subsequent reports would corrected or amended. They were therefore deemed not to be employed for records purposes. In this series of Narratives issued on the web, the Editor has corrected and amended the reported Pilot Casualties and Combat Claims of the Narratives with sources from published lists. The Pilot Casualties are drawn from data provided by the eminent historian and author, Roger Freeman. The Combat Claims, which the Narratives list are often inaccurate, so they are corrected with data drawn from many sources, including the works of Kent D. Miller. The Narratives themselves can be perused in various organizations, the Editor consulting the fascinating Missions Folders of the Eighth Air Force held by the Public Records Office, at Kew, London, under the Air 40 Files, for these purposes. To his regret he notes that the first of the series, from March to June 1943, are missing. Also, for some unaccountable reason, the Headquarters state that no Narratives were issued over the crucial period 6th - 19th June 1944. Hopefully, they make interesting reading. The Glossary of Terms are issued at the end of this document.

Narratives of Operations

Intelligence Summary # 189

viii fc F.O. 344 & 345

21 May 1944

 Part I: Fighter-Attacks on Locomotives in Germany

Part II: Heavy-Bomber Attack on Noball Targets in Pas-de-Calais

Part I

Statistics of  U.S. Fighter Groups
Fighter-Support Tasks:
Fighter-Attacks


viii fc Missions by 13 Groups:
14


P-47 Fighter-Bomber Sorties: -
131


P-47 Fighter Sorties: -
3


P-38 FighterSorties: -
131


P-51 FighterSorties: -
287

Total: -
552

P-47 Thunderbolts Lost: -
4


P-38 Lightnings Lost: -
8


P-51 Mustangs Lost: -
15


P-47 Cat.E or damaged Cat.B: -
0


P-38 Cat.E or damaged Cat.B: -
3


P-51 Cat.E or damaged Cat.B: -
1


Personnel Casualties MiA: -
26


Combat Claims (Air): -
20-0-20


Combat Claims (Ground): -
102-0-76


Enemy Aircraft Seen (air): -
47*


Bombs Dropped: -
80 x 250-lb. G.P.


107 X 500-lb. G.P.


*Possible duplication as compiled from individual Group sightings.

Miscellaneous Ground-targets Destroyed:  225 locomotives damaged (of these 91 were claimed destroyed by pilots. It is impossible to assess the accuracy of these claims at this time). One locomotive-tender, 5 goods-wagons, 3-plus box-cars, 4 motor-trucks, 6 barges, 1 tug, 1 Flak emplacement, 1 small oil refinery, 1 rail-road switch tower and operator, 11 tank-cars, 1 signal-house, 1 staff-car with passengers, 15 high-tension towers, all destroyed.  Damaged: 7 goods wagons, 7 trains, 3-plus rail-road cars, 4 box-cars, 1 tram, 1 rail-road station, 5 goods trains, 13 trucks, 18 barges, 1 lock, 1 radio station, 1 radio tower, 2 radar stations, 2 searchlights, 1 Flak installation, 4 Flak towers, 1 oil tank, 8 factories, 1 gun-post, 2 ammo dumps, 3 hangars, 1 water-tower, 1 roundhouse, 1 glider, 2 high-tension poles and wires, 2 warehouse, 1 airdrome control-tower,1 airdrome barracks area, 1 power station, 4 rail-road houses, 1 train, 16 trains set on fire, 1 signal house, 7 radar towers, 1 tin building, 1 Hq. building, 5 signal towers, 1 ore-smelter. Numerous ground-targets shot-up.  Numerous freight and passenger cars damaged.  Hits observed on junction of four tracks.  Un-ascertained bomb damage in Bremerhaven. One direct hit on factory (in the vicinity of Karlshöfen), two freight cars carrying 20-25 uncovered radial aircraft engines, strafed several times.

1. Summary of Fighter Attacks

U.S. VIII Fighter Command dispatched fourteen  Groups to attack rail transportation targets in Germany.  Each Group was assigned to strafe in a definite area.  Four groups dropped a total of 107 x 500-lb. G.P. bombs and 80 x 250-lb. G.P. bombs on Targets-of-Opportunity. 353rd Fighter Group claims 7-0-3 locomotives and numerous other targets. Two P-47s lost to Flak, one pilot rescued by A.S.R. service. Seven P-47s damaged Cat.A (Flak) and 1 Cat.AC belly-landed at home base. Targets included main rail-road lines from Bremen to Hamburg, and the line between Bremerhaven and Bremen. 4th Fighter Group claims 1-0-0 single-engined (air) and 5-0-3 twin-engined on ground, 28 locomotives damaged and other ground-targets shot-up. Casualties: 1 P-51 lost, 1 Cat.A and 1 Cat.AC, all due to Flak. Arrived north of Stendal at 12.44 hours and let down through holes in  the clouds by squadrons. Strafed marshalling-yards at Zössen, Treuenbrietzen and Döberitz. 361st Fighter Group claims 1-0-2 twin-engined aircraft on ground, and 23-0-2 locomotives. Two P-51s lost, 2 Cat.A and  2 Cat.AC, due to Flak.  Arrived at assigned area at 12.56 hours. Squadrons fanned-out to sweep area simultaneously, resulting in listed ground-claims. 355th Fighter Group destroyed one enemy aircraft in the air (1-0-0). Aircraft on ground claims: 4-0-8. One small factory destroyed, 5 locomotives damaged. Other ground-targets damaged. No loss. 356th Fighter Group claims in air 1-0-0. Claims 2-0-3 locomotives and other ground-targets damaged. Two P-47s lost. 20th Fighter Group on un-eventful mission. Withdrew when 15 miles west of Steinhuder Lake due to 10/10th overcast with no opening, up to 18,000 feet. 357th Fighter Group claims on ground 19-0-0 aircraft, and 6-0-4 locomotives. Other ground-targets claimed. Three P-51s lost. 78th 'A' Fighter Group claims on ground 1-0-5 locomotives. Other ground-targets claimed. No loss. 78th 'B' Fighter Group claims on ground 0-0-6 locomotives, and other ground-targets. No loss.

352nd Fighter Group claims on ground  23-0-13 aircraft, 0-0-6 locomotives, and other ground-targets. One P-51 lost. 364th Fighter Group, claims in the air 1-0-0, claims on ground 19-0-9 aircraft, 6-0-12 locomotives, and other ground-targets.One P-38s lost. 359th Fighter Group claims in the air 2-0-0, claims on ground 7-0-23 aircraft, 6-0-25 locomotives, and other ground-targets. Four P-51s lost. 339th Fighter Group claims in the air 12-0-2, claims on ground  8-0-14 aircraft, 7-0-14 locomotives, and other ground-targets. Four P-51s lost. 55th Fighter Group claims in the air 1-0-0, claims on ground 6-0-3 aircraft, 23-0-15 locomotives, and over a hundred ground-targets damaged. Six are P-38s lost.

Enemy Fighter Opposition:  The 361st Fighter Group observed 15 Me 109s flying low in the Hannover area at 13.30 hours.  Enemy dived into cloud upon sighting our fighters.  The 355th Fighter Group destroyed one Me 108 'Taifun' west of Müritz Lake. The 356th Fighter Group destroyed a He 177 in the vicinity of Stade. One pilot saw four FW 190s in the vicinity of Langeoog Island, but no engagement ensued. The 364th Fighter Group destroyed one un-identified aircraft in the vicinity of the Schaal Lake. The 339th Fighter Group engaged 17 single-engined and twin-engined enemy aircraft to the west of Leipzig, destroying thirteen. The 55th Fighter Group destroyed a Hs 129 in the vicinity of Helmstedt.  
Flak:  Light  at Demmin, Sturnbert, Ratesburg, Schwerin and Gadebusch. Heavy, intense, and accurate at Pritzwalk, Hamburg, Bremerhaven, Bremen, Oldenburg, Wilhelmshaven, Dümmer Lake vicinity, Hannover and Brunswick areas, Leipzig, Cologne, Uelzen and Salzwedel. Light, moderate, and accurate at Laage and Osnabrück. Heavy-Flak at Hamburg and Oldenburg. Light, accurate, and intense at Stralsund, and a rail-road 5-8 miles north-west of Anklam.  Intense and accurate at Wismar and Lübeck.  
Observations:  Fifteen to 20 large motor-vessels seen in Wilhelmshaven roads. Thirty large barrage-balloons at Wittenburg. Twenty-25 Do 217s in air park south-east of Schwerin. One destroyer 15 miles north-east of Wilhelmshaven, headed south at 12.45 hours. Ten-plus Ju 88s on airdrome north of Hamburg. 60-plus aircraft parked at Rechlin airfield. Twenty-plus aircraft on Rechlin/Larz airdrome. New macadam runways on Rostock airfield. Twenty-plus aircraft on airdrome north of Berlin, many in adjoining woods, parked wing-tip to wing-tip. Twenty-plus aircraft on airdrome east of Berlin. Twelve-plus single-engined aircraft on airdrome in the vicinity of Rathenow. Twelve-plus He 177s on airdrome in Lüdwigslust and Perleberg areas. Fourteen aircraft on Parchim airfield. Twelve to 15 two and three-engined aircraft on Hagenow airfield. Twenty twin-engined on Lüneburg airfield. Twenty-five-ship convoy off  Meldorf. Many barges on Weser-Elbe canal.

Bombs Dropped:  The 353rd Fighter Group dropped 64 x 500-lb. G.P. bombs, fuzed 8-11 second delayed tail, in the Hamburg and Bremen areas.  Scored a direct-hit on factory in the vicinity Karlshöfen. The 356th Fighter Group dropped 80 x 250-lb. G.P. bombs on Bremerhaven, Rotenburg, and in the vicinity of Hamburg, with results generally unobserved. The 78th 'A' Fighter Group dropped 30 x 500-lb. G.P. bombs, fourteen of which were un-armed, believed due to icing.  Results were poor, or unobserved, due to poor weather. The 78th 'B' Fighter Group dropped 13 x 500-lb. G.P. bombs on Münster and on rail-road tracks between Bremen and Osnabrück. Results were fair.

Points of Interest: 

(1) Enemy attempted practically no defence in the air.

(2)  Practically all of the enemy aircraft sighted on the ground were east of 10º Longitude East.

a. Fighter-Attacks on Locomotives in Germany
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 viii fc
356th FG
48 P-47 Thunderbolt
10.16-15.00
F.O. 344
1 - 0 - 0
He 177
2 Cat.E: Flak
Assigned Area

(A) 356th Fighter Group, Lieutenant-Colonel Tukey leading (B) 48 P-47s (44 carried bombs), up 10.16 down 15.00 (C) 3 abortive sorties (D) Field Order # 344) (E) 2 P-47s lost (F) 7 P-47s Cat.A, 1 Cat.AC, 1 Cat.un-determined, all due to Flak (G) Lt. Wallace G. Maxwell, and Lt. Edwin E. Anderson, 360th Sqn. missing (H) 1-0-0 (air): Ground and/or water targets claimed by Group (aircraft excluded). One locomotive (each) destroyed by Lt. Weber and Capt. Meholic, of 359th Squadron:  one locomotive damaged by Maj. Thorne and Lt. Vossler: one locomotive damaged (each) by Lt. Vossler, of 359th Squadron, and Capt. Vogt Jr. of 360th Squadron: one Flak-emplacement destroyed by Lt. Knudsen, of 360th Squadron: one train damaged (shared) by pilots of 360th Squadron: four track-junction and adjoining track (shared) by pilots of 361st Squadron. (I) Due to cloud cover, times and places may not be accurate. Landfall-in Overflakkee at 10.56 hours, at 15,000 feet. Proceeded to south-east corner of assigned area. Left area about 12.45 hours. Landfall-out by flights, probably Ijmuiden, at 17,000 feet. Bombing of four-track intersection in the vicinity of Rotenburg observed. Trains bombed and strafed near Hamburg, Bremerhaven, and Basheck near Stade. He 177 at 1,000 feet was destroyed in the vicinity of Stade, and four FW 190s were sighted at 13.00 hours, at 7,000 feet, over Langeoog by lone pilot low on gas, and he dove into clouds. Intense, heavy, accurate Flak along the Elbe, and at Hamburg, Bremerhaven, Bremen, Oldenburg and Wilhelmshaven. R/T good.  Aircraft 'LH-D' of the 353rd Group was hit by Flak when in the vicinity of Bremen. When contacted on Channel 'C' said he was baling-out. Last seen at 4,000 feet going into cloud.  One destroyer seen 15 miles north-east of Wilhelmshaven headed south at 12.45 hours. Ten-plus Ju 88s reported on airdrome north of Hamburg. Due to weather and intense Flak, and the distance to targets, targets were extremely difficult to find and accurately pin-point, which accounts for the poor results. Bombs carried: 88x 250-lb. G.P. AN-M57 bombs (2 on each plane), with M.113 fuzes, equipped with primer-detonator M.16 set of 8 to 11 second delay. These were tail-fuzes. No nose-fuze. Bombs on Rotenburg were released at 6,000 feet. Glide began at 13,000 feet, and angle of glide 60 degrees. Bombs released on trains were released from 10 feet to 1,000 feet, flying level or in a gentle dive. Four bombs jettisoned, three to attacking an enemy aircraft, one accidentally, and four bombs brought back to base by early-returns.

· Cat.E 21.05.44

1/Lt. Wallace G. Maxwell (
356th FG
360th Sqn.
P-47D-20: 42-76499
Flak↓Wilhelmshaven

· Cat.E 21.05.44

1/Lt. Edwin E. Anderson: PoW
356th FG
360th Sqn.
P-47D-20: 42-7639
Flak(Oldenburg

· Claim 21.05.44

Capt. N.D. Cota 
356th FG
360th Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
He 177
Stade

· Claim 21.05.44

Capt. Vogt Jr. 
356th FG
360th Sqn.
⅓ - 0 - 0
He 177
Not admitted

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. Leidy
356th FG
360th Sqn.
⅓ - 0 - 0
He 177
Not admitted
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 viii fc
4th  FG
46 P-51 Mustang
10.31-16.10
F.O. 344
6 - 0 - 3
Various
1 Cat.E: Flak
Assigned Area

(A) 4th Fighter Group, Colonel Blakeslee leading (B) 46 P-51s, up 10.31 down 16.10 (C) 3 abortive sorties (D) Field Order # 344 (E) 1 P-51 lost (F) 1 P-51 damaged Cat.AC, 1 damaged Cat.A, all due to Flak (G) 2/Lt. William E. Hunt, 335th Sqn., hit by Flak between Belzig and Treuenbritzen. 

(H) 1-0-0 S.E. in air. Ground and/or water targets claimed by Group (aircraft excluded): one locomotive damaged by Lt. Sharpe: 4 locomotives damaged, one transport shot-up (shared) by Capt. Sobanski, Lts. Hills, Frazer and Sharpe: two warehouses blown up, one truck with soldiers shot-up, one gas-truck destroyed (shared) by Lts. Hofer, Siems and Speer: one factory damaged, one locomotive damaged, two tugs damaged (shared) by Lt. Gillette, Maj. McPharland (339th Group), and Lt. Kolter: five locomotives and one Radar-station damaged, one oil-truck destroyed (shared) by Lts. Joyce, Hardy and Monro, and Capt. Megura, all of 334th Squadron. Seven locomotives damaged, tank-cars set-afire, one searchlight and gun-post shot-up (shared) by Col. Blakeslee, F/O Goodwin, and Lts. Hill, Reed, Shapleigh, Russell, Jones, Homuth, Ross and Goodwyn, all of 335th Squadron.  Five locomotives damaged, two goods-trains (wagon), one water-tower, one roundhouse, 8 trucks on flat-cars, damaged (shared), by Capt. Millikan and Lts. Higgins, Lane and Smith: three locomotives, two goods-trains, one factory, one high-tension cable damaged by Capt. Carlson and Lts. Shilke and Frederick: one locomotive, one goods train, two barges, one truck, damaged (shared), by Capt. Bennett and Lts. Young, Grounds and Lajeunesse: two barges, one searchlight,  two factories damaged, one gas-truck destroyed (shared), by Lts. Van Wyck, Netting, Johnson and Harris:  one locomotive, three barges, one tug damaged by Lt. Hunt, all of 336th Squadron. 

(I) In Westhoofd at 11.33 hours, at 26,000 feet. Arrived in the area north of Stendal at 12.44 hours, and Group separated into squadrons and let down through holes in the cloud. The 334th Squadron took the west end of area: the 336th Squadron, the centre, and the 335th Squadron, the eastern area with Group Leader. Main rail-road lines were followed, and in the  vicinity of Zossen, 335th Squadron strafed a marshalling-yard damaging six trains. The 336th Squadron strafed a marshalling-yard at Treuenbritzen, claiming eight locomotives. Tugs were strafed on the Elbe River, and warehouses attacked near Pritzerbe. Three locomotives and cars attacked near Döberitz. Other locomotives and vehicles attacked at various points in the area. Un-identified airfield, slightly west of Group's area, was strafed with claims resulting. One Bü 131 'Jungmann' caught in circuit, and destroyed. Twenty-five-plus twin-engined aircraft observed on this airfield. One FW 200 seen near Rangsdorf airdrome. Group left area by squadrons at 13.30, coming out Alkmaar at 14.15 hours, at 30,000 feet.  

· Cat.E 21.05.44

1/Lt. William E. Hunt (
4th FG
335th Sqn.
P-51B-5: 43-6901 WD-F
Flak(Zossen

[Accredited Claims: Miller List credits 4th FG with 1-0-0 air & 6-0-5 ground: Ed.]

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. A.C. Hewatt
4th FG
334th Sqn.
½ - 0 - 0
Bü 131
Rathenow

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. R.K. Hofer
4th FG
334th Sqn.
½ - 0 - 0
Bü 131
Rathenow

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. R.K. Hofer
4th FG
334th Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
Bü 131
Rathenow

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. G.C. Siems
4th FG
334th Sqn.
 2 - 0 - 0
Me 210
Rathenow

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. G.C. Siems
4th FG
334th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 2
Me 210
Rathenow

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. F.E. Speer
4th FG
334th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Ju 88
Rathenow

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. F.E. Speer
4th FG
334th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Ju 52/3m
Rathenow

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. T.E. Fraser
4th FG
334th Sqn.
 0 - 0 - 2
Ju 88
Buch Airdrome

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. T.E. Fraser
4th FG
334th Sqn.
 0 - 0 - 1
Unident: 
Buch Airdrome
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 viii fc
353rd FG
44 P-47 Thunderbolt
10.20-14.05
F.O. 344
0 - 0 - 0
-
2 Cat.E: Flak
Assigned Area

(A) 353rd Fighter Group, Captain Newhart leading (B) 44 P-47s, up 10.20 down 14.05 (C) 1 abortive sortie (D) Field Order # 344 (E) 1 P-47 lost to Flak, 1 lost in North Sea, reason unknown, pilot rescued by ASR (F) 1 P-47 Cat.AC, reason unknown, 7 Cat.A due to Flak (G) Lt. Rowan, 350th Sqn., missing (H) Ground and/or water targets claimed by Group (aircraft excluded): seven locomotives destroyed, three locomotives damaged, one loco-tender destroyed,  six goods wagons destroyed, several freight cars destroyed, several rail-road cars damaged, two freight-cars carrying 20-25 un-covered radial-aircraft engines strafed several times, one direct hit on factory (vicinity Karlshöfen), one barge damaged, factory buildings damaged. (I) Landfall-in Westhoofd at 11.03 hours, at 15,500 feet. Flew time and distance to Dümmer Lake. No ground-checks due to complete overcast. Targets included main rail-road line from Bremen to Hamburg and main-line from Bremerhaven to Bremen with claims listed. Bombs: 88 x 250-lb. G.P. bombs, fuzed 8-11 second delay, were carried. Sixty-four were dropped, 14 jettisoned, and 10 returned. Targets attacked out of shallow dive releasing at between 50 to 100 feet from head-on, three-quarters and rear. Flak accurate and intense from Dümmer Lake through the entire assigned area. Fifteen to 20 large motor vessels seen in Wilhelmshaven Bay.
· Cat.E 21.05.44

1/Lt.Chancey I. Rowan
: PoW
353rd FG
350th Sqn.
P-47D-15: 42-76280 LH-D
Flak(Bremen

· Cat.E 21.05.44

1/Lt. Raymond Eluhow: EPJ
353rd FG
352nd Sqn.
P-47D: SX-P

Flak: ASR off Woodbridge
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 viii fc
355th  FG
49 P-51 Mustang
10.33-15.45
F.O. 344
5 - 0 - 8
Various
No casualty
Assigned Area

(A) 355th Fighter Group, Colonel Cummings leading (B) 49 P-51s, up 10.33 down 15.45 (C) 12 abortive sorties (D) Field Order # 344 (E) thru (G) nil (H) 1-0-0 S.E. (air), 4-0-8 T.E. (ground). Ground and/or water targets claimed by Group (aircraft excluded): Two locomotives damaged by Lt. MacFarlane, one shared with Lt. King. One locomotive damaged by Lts. Cotter and James (shared). One radio station damaged by Lt. King. One Radar-station damaged by Lt. Cotter, all of 357th Squadron. One locomotive damaged by Col. Cummings. One locomotive damaged by Lts. Fortier, Fritt, Martin and Wright (shared), all of 354th Squadron. One factory destroyed by Capt. Dissette and Lts. Pardee, Kowalski and Covault. Two trains damaged by Lts. Warth,  Peterson, Coleman and Winn. One tram damaged by Lts. Warth, Peterson and Coleman. Two rail-road box-cars damaged by Lt. Winn. One small rail-road station damaged by Lts. Fussell, Brien and Santos. One-radio station damaged by Lts. Fussell, Brien and Santos, all of 358th Squadron. (I) Landfall-in Ijmuiden at 11.27 hours, at 20,000 feet. Arrived in assigned area at 12.35 hours. Swept area from 8,000 feet to the deck, leaving at 13.35 hours. Strafed trains, ground installations, other targets in area, and just north and west of the area. Landfall-out by squadrons between Ijmuiden and Egmond, 14.40 to 14.51 hours, from 19,000 to 26,000 feet. One locomotive damaged by Col. Cummings south-west of Müritz Lake. Another shot-up near Demmin. Factory attacked, 13.15 hours, at Laage, left in flames. Two trains attacked at Tribsees, 13.10 hours, and at Tharkow, 13.20 hours. Radio-station, Flak-tower, small rail-road station strafed, 13.05 hours, north of  Laage. Me 108 destroyed west of Müritz Lake, 13.00 hours, no other enemy aircraft seen. One flight, 357th Squadron, strafed air-park south-east of Schwerin, at 13.15 hours. Three passes made, no ground-fire. Twenty to 25 Do 217s parked there. Two locomotives attacked in the area Boezenburg, 13.20 hours. Radio-station at Plau strafed, 13.00 hours. Locomotive, Radar-station, and cow attacked at Gadebusch, 13.15 hours.  Joined blue-nosed P-51s at 11.15 hours going in.  Left them at 12.15 hours. P-38s north of Dümmer Lake, 12.30 hours, sweeping area. One flight escorted P-51, lettered 'C5-U' home after latter requested escort due to low-fuel.  Approximately 25 guns, light Flak, at Demmin. Heavy, intense, and accurate Flak at Pritzwalk. Light, moderate, accurate Flak at Laage. Heavy-Flak at Hamburg and Oldenburg. Light-Flak at Sternburg, Ratesburg, Schwerin and Gadebusch.

[Accredited Claims: Miller List credits 4th FG with 1-0-0 air & 4-0-8 ground: Ed.]

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. J.C. Engelbreit
355th FG
357th Sqn.
½ - 0 - 0
Me 108 
W. Schwerin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. W.E. MacFarlane
355th FG
357th Sqn.
½ - 0 - 0
Me 108 
W. Schwerin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. J.C. Engelbreit
355th FG
357th Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
Do 217 
S.E. Schwerin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. J.C. Engelbreit
355th FG
357th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 2
Do 217 
S.E. Schwerin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. W.E. MacFarlane
355th FG
357th Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
Do 217 
S.E. Schwerin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. W.E. MacFarlane
355th FG
357th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 5
Do 217 
Schwerin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. M.A. King
355th FG
357th Sqn.
2 - 0 - 0
Do 217 
S.E. Schwerin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. M.A. King
355th FG
357th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 1
Do 217 
S.E. Schwerin
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 viii fc
357th  FG
50 P-51 Mustang
10.47-15.50
F.O. 344
19 - 0 - 0
Various
3 Cat.E: Flak
Assigned Area

(A) 357th Fighter Group, Major Dregne leading (B) 50 P-51s, up 10.47 down 15.50 (C) 6 abortive sorties (D) Field Order # 344 (E) 3 P-51s lost due Flak (F) 4 Cat.A, 5 Cat.AC due Flak (G) Lt. Pierce and Lt. Michaely, 363rd Sqn., and Lt. Reese, 364th Sqn., missing (H) 16-0-0 T.E., 3-0-0 T.E. on ground. Ground and/or water targets claimed by Group (aircraft excluded): Several box-cars burned, one truck destroyed, one oil-tractor destroyed, several rail-road flat-cars damaged and one hangar damaged by 362nd Squadron.  One hangar damaged by Lt. Conklin, 362nd Squadron. Two locomotives destroyed, one warehouse damaged and numerous casualties to 200 personnel in the vicinity, by 363rd Squadron. One radio-tower destroyed by Capt. Browning, Lt. Peter and Lt. Pagels, all of 363rd Squadron. One hangar destroyed, one large building destroyed, four locomotives destroyed, three trains damaged, four locomotives damaged, personnel casualties as result of attacks on marshalling-yards, two rail-road stations damaged by 364th Squadron. (I) Landfall-in Walcheren at 11.25 hours, at 20,000 feet, estimated, on account of solid overcast. Arrived Müritz Lake area at 12.40 hours, from which place the 362nd Squadron went to Wismar area, the 363rd Squadron to Anklam, the 364th Squadron to the Neubrandenburg area, and strafed with the results below. The squadrons crossed-out along the Friesian Islands at 15,000 feet, average around 14.30 hours. No enemy aircraft seen in the air. Enemy aircraft were destroyed on Tarnewitz airdrome, and an airfield at 53º 38' North - 13º 50' East. Sixty-plus single-engined aircraft reported on Rechlin airdrome and 20 + on Rechlin/Lärz airdrome. New macadam runways on Rostock airdrome.  Locomotives destroyed or damaged were at Stralsund, 10 miles south of Stralsund, east of Neubrandenburg, Sulze and Anklam. Light, accurate, intense Flak on rail-road station 5-8 miles north-west of Anklam, and at Stralsund. Heavy-Flak at the usual places.

· Cat.E 21.05.44

1/Lt.Joseph E. Pierce  (
357th FG
363rd Sqn.
P-51B-5: 43-6429 B6-Z
Flak(N.W.Anklam

· Cat.E 21.05.44

1/Lt.William D. Michaely: PoW
357th FG
363rd Sqn.
P-51C-1: 42-103286
Flak(Anklam

· Cat.E 21.05.44

1/Lt.William C. Reese
(
357th FG
364th Sqn.
P-51B-1: 43-12313 C5-F
Flak(Strasbourg

[Accredited Claims: Miller List credits 357th FG with 10-0-6 ground: Ed.]

· Claim 21.05.44

Maj. I.H. Dregne
357th FG
HQ Sqn.
 ½ - 0 - 0
Me 109
S. Eichhof

· Claim 21.05.44

Maj. I.H. Dregne
357th FG
HQ Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Me 109
S. Eichhof

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. R.M. Starkey
357th FG
362nd Sqn.
 0 - 0 - 1
Me 110
Tarnewitz

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. R.M. Starkey
357th FG
362nd Sqn.
 0 - 0 - 1
Ju 52/3m
Tarnewitz

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. H.R. Ankeny
357th FG
362nd Sqn.
 0 - 0 - 1
Me 110
Tarnewitz

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. R.C. Smith
357th FG
364th Sqn.
 0 - 0 - 3
Me 110
S. Eichhof

· Claim 21.05.44

Capt. J.A. Storch
357th FG
364th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Me 109
S. Eichhof

· Claim 21.05.44

Capt. J.A. Storch
357th FG
364th Sqn.
 ½ - 0 - 0
FW 44
S. Eichhof

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. C.H. Dooley
357th FG
364th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Me 109
S. Eichhof

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. C.H. Dooley
357th FG
364th Sqn.
 ½ - 0 - 0
FW 44
S. Eichhof

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. C.D. Conklin
357th FG
364th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Me 109
S. Eichhof

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. C.D. Conklin
357th FG
364th Sqn.
 ½ - 0 - 0
Me 109
S. Eichhof

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. H.R. Nowlin
357th FG
364th Sqn.
 ½ - 0 - 0
Me 109
S. Eichhof

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. H.R. Nowlin
357th FG
364th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Me 109
S. Eichhof

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. M.A. Stanley
357th FG
364th Sqn.
 ½ - 0 - 0
Me 109
S. Eichhof

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. M.A. Stanley
357th FG
364th Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
Me 109
S. Eichhof

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. M.H. Stepelton
357th FG
364th Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
Me 109
S. Eichhof

[image: image7.wmf] 

 viii fc
20th FG
48 P-38 Lightning
10.21-13.26
F.O. 344
0 - 0 - 0
-
No casualty
Assigned Area

(A) 20th Fighter Group, Lieutenant-Colonel Johnson leading (B) 48 P-38s, up 10.21 down 13.26 (C) 1 abortive sortie (D) Field Order # 344 (E) thru (H) nil (I) Landfall-in Haamstede at 11.18 hours, at 18,000 feet. Penetrated to approximately 15 miles west of Steinhuder Lake, at 18,000 feet,  where Group withdrew at 12.00 hours, Group Leader being unable to find opening in 10/10th overcast, which was rising to 18,000 feet. Landfall-out estimated at Ijmuiden at 12.35 hours, at 18,000 feet. No enemy aircraft seen. Intense, accurate, heavy Flak estimated vicinity of Dümmer Lake.


[image: image8.wmf] 

 viii fc
78th 'A' FG
31 P-47 Thunderbolt
10.09-14.16
F.O. 344
0 - 0 - 0
-
No casualty
Assigned Area

(A) 78th 'A' Fighter Group, Major Gilbert leading (B) 31 P-47s, up 10.09 down 14.16 (C) nil abortive sorties (D) Field Order # 344 (E) nil (F) 9 P-47s Cat.A, 4 Cat.AC, due to Flak (G) nil (H) Ground and/or water targets claimed by Group (aircraft excluded): One locomotives destroyed by Maj. Gilbert, one locomotive damaged by F/O Oxley, both of 83rd Squadron. One locomotive damaged by Capt. W.F. Hunt and Lt. Schneider: one locomotive damaged by Lts. Holly, Giles, Smith and Wilson: one locomotive damaged by Lt. Boyle and F/O Kramer,  all of 84th Squadron. One barge damaged by F/O Kramer: four goods wagons damaged by Capt. Hunt and Lt. Schneider, of 84th Squadron. One tug-boat damaged by Maj. Gilbert: one power-house strafed by Lt. Reems and Capt. Lawhead: one barge strafed by Lt. Riccardo: one lock damaged by Lt. Caulfield, all of 83rd Squadron. (I) Landfall-in over Westhoofd at 11.06 hours, at 16,000 feet, arrived over Target-Area at approximately 11.55 hours, but 10/10th cloud cover made it impossible to pin-point positions.  Some flights dropped their bombs through 10/10th cloud, while others found a few holes and were able to get down on the deck.  Fourteen bombs could not be armed and were dropped unarmed.  It is believed that icing was responsible for this.  A few bombs that were dropped armed did not explode, and it is possible that this failure was caused by the arming vane freezing while the Group was climbing through heavy cloud as severe icing was encountered.  The few bombs seen to explode had skipped too far beyond the target to do much damage.  Strafing accounted for most of the claims.  No enemy aircraft seen.  One bomb was brought back to base because of failure of the release mechanism.  Bombs carried: 30 x 500-lb. G.P. bombs dropped with 6-11 second tail fuze, 14 unarmed.  10/10th cloud less than 1,000 feet.  Released four bombs above the cloud.  Released 26 bombs from 50 feet to 400 feet.  Targets-of-Opportunity in 'Chattanooga' area.  Bombing results poor.  One bomb returned to base.  Nine P-47s damaged Cat.A, 4 P-47s Cat.AC, all due to Flak.
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 viii fc
78th 'B' FG
16 P-47 Thunderbolt
10.17-14.00
F.O. 344
0 - 0 - 0
-
No casualty
Assigned Area

(A) 78th 'B' Fighter Group, Captain Wilkinson leading (B) 16 P-47s, up 10.17 down 14.00 (C) 1 abortive sortie (D) Field Order # 344 (E) nil (F) 3 Cat.A, 1 Cat.AC, due to Flak (G) nil (H) Ground and/or water targets claimed by Group (aircraft excluded). Five locomotives damaged by Capt. J. W. Wilkinson: three locomotives damaged by Lt. R.E. Wilkinson: one locomotive damaged by Lt. Young: two locomotives damaged by Lt. Baker:  one locomotive damaged by Lt. Hosford: one locomotive damaged by Lt. Van Dyk: two freight-cars damaged by Lt. R.E. Wilkinson: one freight-car damaged by Lt. Baker, all of 82nd squadron. (I) Landfall-in over Westhoofd at 11.08 hours, at 17000 feet. At 14.00 hours, because of 10/10th cloud, the Group got a little south of course over Münster, where intense and accurate Flak was encountered damaging four aircraft. Proceeded to allotted area and crossed-out Egmond at 13.05 hours, at 14,000 feet. Two flights, finding no holes in undercast, dropped their bombs on Münster. Other two flights found hole in undercast and, following a double-track rail-road between Bremen and Osnabrück, bombed and strafed trains. One bomb scored a direct-hit on freight-car knocking off tracks and another hit a locomotives knocking it and two cars off the tracks, neither seen to explode. No bridges were seen along the rail-road covered, but there was considerable traffic, some eight trains being seen. No enemy aircraft seen. Thirteen bombs dropped 500-lb. G.P. with 8-15 second tail-fuzed. Cloud was 10/10th down to less than 1,000 feet. Results fair, two out of five were hits.Two were returned to base, failure to release.
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 viii fc
352nd FG
49 P-51 Mustang
10.45-15.05
F.O. 344
22 - 0 - 13
Various
1 Cat.E: Flak
Assigned Area

(A) 352nd Fighter Group, Lieutenant-Colonel Clark leading (B) 49 P-51s, up 10.45 down 15.05 (C) 4 abortive sorties (D) Field Order # 344 (E) 1 P-51 lost (F) 4 P-51s Cat.A due Flak (G) Lt.Col. Clark missing, flying with 486th Squadron. 

(H) 1-0-0 S.E., 22-0-13 T.E. (ground). Ground and/or water targets claimed by Group (aircraft excluded). Two locomotives destroyed (shared) by Lts. Zellner, Furr and Godfrey: one locomotive destroyed (shared) by Capt. Sharp and Lts. Dyke, Horne and Smith: one locomotive (each) destroyed by Lts. Thornell and Bennette: one electric loco.  destroyed (shared) by Capt. Abbott and Lts. Godfrey, Zellner, Bennette, Horne, Furr and Smith: one locomotive (each) damaged by Lt. Rayborn, Lt. Phillips and Lt. Thornell: one locomotive damaged (shared) by Lts. Godfrey and Zellner: one locomotive damaged (shared) by Lts. Godfrey, Furr and Zellner: one freight train including oil cars damaged (shared) by Lts. Powell and Dyke: one box-car damaged by Lt. Rayborn: one factory damaged by Lt. Powell: one town hall damaged (shared) by Lts. Thornell and Campbell: one lorry destroyed (shared) by Capt. Abbott and Lts. Phillips and Bennette: one rail-road station damaged by Lts. Furr and Zellner: approximately 15 military personnel killed by Lt. Bennette: approximately 5 military personnel killed by Lt. Thornell: approximately 25 cows killed by Lt. Zellner: all of 328th Squadron.   One locomotive destroyed by Lt. Heller: one locomotive damaged by 486th Squadron. One rail-road repair shop damaged (shared) by Lts. Frascotti and Grimeaux: one rail-road switch-house damaged by Capt. Gignac: one admin. building damaged by Lt. Fahrenwald: one river-steamer damaged by Lt. Col. Clark, Maj. Andrew and Lts. Howell, Williams and Markle: seven river-barges damaged (shared) by Lt. Col. Clark, Maj. Andrew, Capt. Anderson and Lts. Williams, Northropp, Markle and Howell: one tug-boat (each) damaged by Capt. Anderson and Maj. Jackson: one power-house damaged by Lt. Williams: all of 486th Squadron.  Two locomotives destroyed (shared ) by Maj. Preddy and Lts. Moran and Fowler: one locomotive destroyed by Lt. Pickering: three locomotives damaged by Lt. McEntire:  two locomotives damaged by Lt. Pickering: one rail-road workshop  damaged and one oil storage tank damaged by Lt. Pickering: one high-tension power-station damaged and two high-tension towers damaged by Lt. Pickering: one factory damaged by Lt. Whisner:  H/T wires damaged by Lt. O’Nan,  all of 487th Squadron.  

(I) 10/10th cloud overcast west off  Stendal and haze conditions in briefed area makes check-points problematical. Landfall-in Westhoofd at 11.30 hours, at 18,000 feet. Reached Stendal area, 18,000 feet, at 12.24 hours. Squadrons strafed briefed and bordering areas, from 12.50 to 13.10 hours, with the above results. The 328th Squadron strafed two un-identified airdromes north and east of Berlin within 25 mile radius. Twenty-plus single-engined and twin-engined aircraft seen on strafed airdrome north of Berlin, and 20-plus twin-engined aircraft on strafed airdrome east of Berlin. Six Me 109s seen to shoot-down a P-38 in vicinity of Emden, from 15,000 feet, at approximately 14.00 hours. Twelve-plus single-engined aircraft observed on un-identified airdrome in the vicinity of Rathenow, and 12-plus He 177s on un-identified airdrome in the Lüdwigslust-Perleberg area.  Landfall-out in the vicinity of Ijmuiden at 14.15 hours, at 14,000 feet. Intense, accurate, Flak encountered Hannover and Brunswick areas with moderate, accurate, Flak over Osnabrück. Lieutenant-Colonel Clark's P-51 hit by ground fire when north of Diepholz, and he was seen to crash-land west of Dümmer Lake at approximately 13.45 hours. Colonel Clark observed standing in crashed plane, and enemy vehicle noted in immediate vicinity. Airdrome strafed north of  Berlin believed to be auxiliary-field with no runways or built-up dispersals. In addition to planes on field proper, many were seen wing-tip to wing-tip in wooded area adjoining. These enemy aircraft were camouflaged with tail and fuselage backed into trees, and nose and wings covered with green netting. R/T good.

· Cat.E 21.05.44

Lt.Col. Eugene L. Clark: PoW
352nd FG
HQ Sqn.
P-51C-1: 42-103316 PE-L
Flak↓Diepholz

[Accredited Claims: Miller List credits 352nd FG with 22-0-13 ground: Ed.]

· Claim 21.05.44

Capt. E.L. Abbott
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
Unident.
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Capt. E.L. Abbott
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 2
Unident.
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Capt. R.H. Sharp
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
2 - 0 - 0
Ju 88
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Capt. R.H. Sharp
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 1
He 111
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Capt. R.H. Sharp
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 1
Unident:
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. R.G. Phillips
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Unident.
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. R.G. Phillips
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Ju 52/3m.
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. R.G. Phillips
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
FW 190
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. C.J. Bennette
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
He 111
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. C.J. Bennette
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Unident:
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. R.H. Powell
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
 2 - 0 - 0
He 111
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. R.H. Powell
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
 0 - 0 - 2
He 111
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. S.E. Dyke
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
 2 - 0 - 0
He 111
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. J.F. Thornell
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
 2 - 0 - 0
He 111
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. J.F. Thornell
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
 0 - 0 - 1
He 177
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. E. Zellner
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
 2 - 0 - 0
Ju 86
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. G. Rayborn
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
 2 - 0 - 0
He 111
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. W.W. Furr
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Ju 52/3m.
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. E.L. Smith
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
He 111
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. E.L. Smith
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
 0 - 0 - 1
Unident:
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. F.W. Horne
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Unident:
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. F.W. Horne
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
 0 - 0 - 1
He 111
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. J. Campbell
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
He 111
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. J. Campbell
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
 0 - 0 - 1
Do 217
Alt Ruppin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. L. Fieg
352nd FG
328th Sqn.
 0 - 0 - 3
Unident:
Alt Ruppin

[image: image11.wmf] 

 viii fc
361st FG
45 P-51 Mustang
10.46-15.06
F.O. 344
1 - 0 - 2
Unident:
2 Cat.E: Flak
Assigned Area

(A) 361st Fighter Group, Major Webb leading (B) 45 P-51s, up 10.46 down 15.06 (C) 11 abortive sorties (D) Field Order # 344 (E) 2 P-51s lost to Flak (F) 2 Cat.A, 2 Cat.AC due to Flak (G) 2 pilots missing: Capt. J.W. Guckeyson and F/O C.C. Hogelin, 375th Squadron (H) 1-0-2 (ground). Ground and/or water targets claimed by Group (aircraft excluded). One locomotive destroyed (shared) by Maj. Webb, Capt. Latimer and Lts. Lacey, Downey, Richards and Galloway: two trucks destroyed (one armoured), one H/T suspension-line, ten barges, one factory damaged, by 374th Squadron. Locomotives destroyed: four by Lts. Bruckner, Elliott and Edwards: two by Capt. Gasto,  Lts. Johnson and Rames, Lts. Wherry and Rowlett: two locomotives destroyed  by Lts. Wilderson, Williams, Wright and Bell, one by Lt. Wright: one by Capt. Frank and Lt. Laxton: five by Lts. Woodwood, Chapman, Comstock and Skinner, all of 374th Squadron.  Two oil-cars destroyed, six factories, one passenger train, four Flak-towers, two barracks buildings, all damaged, by 376th Squadron. (I) Low overcast with small breaks, base at 2,000 feet, with tops to 10,000 feet.  Landfall-in south of The Hague at 11.38 hours, at 20,000 feet. Proceeded 10 miles south of Stendal, 12.45 hours, and set course and arrived in assigned area at 12.56 hours.  Squadrons fanned-out to sweep the area simultaneously, attacking locomotives and various ground-targets with resulting claims. Out between 14.15 and 14.40 hours, approximately, between Ijmuiden and The Hague at 20,000 to 24,000 feet. Encountered all types of Flak from the vicinity of all cities and towns in the area, and intense light, accurate, Flak from many locomotives. Captain Sedman got separated and joined the 339th Group, strafing Grossenhain airdrome near Dresden, at approximately 13.20 hours, and claims one destroyed and two damaged un-identified twin-engined aircraft on the ground. Encountered meagre automatic weapons-fire, inaccurate. Fifteen Me 109s were observed low in the vicinity of Hannover at 13.30 hours, that dove into clouds upon spotting the Group. Captain Guckeyson, of 357th Squadron, was hit by Flak from a locomotive and from ground fire, when 25 miles south of Stendal at 13.00 hours. Plane pulled-up after attacking locomotive, and was then seen to crash and then catch fire. Flight Officer Hogelin baled-out just off the Dutch coast at approximately Noordwal. Observed 30-plus barrage-balloons at Wittenburg.

· Cat.E 21.05.44

Capt. John W. Guckeyson (
361st FG
375th Sqn.
P-51C-5: 42-103349 E2-W
Flak(Stendal

· Cat.E 21.05.44

F/O Cornelius G. Hogelin (
361st FG
375th Sqn.
P-51B-15: 43-24783 E2-B
Flak↓Nordwaal

· Claim 21.05.44

Capt. R.E. Sedman
361st FG
375th Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
Unident.
Grossenhain

· Claim 21.05.44

Capt. R.E. Sedman
361st FG
375th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 2
Unident.
Grossenhain

[image: image12.wmf] 

 viii fc
364th FG
46 P-38 Lightning
10.15-15.34
F.O. 344
21 - 0 - 9
Various
2 Cat.E: Flak
Assigned Area

(A) 364th Fighter Group, Colonel Osborn leading (B) 46 P-38s, up 10.15 down 15.34 (C) 6 abortive sorties (D) Field Order # 344 (E) 2 P-38s lost due Flak (F) 4 Cat.A, 2 Cat.AC all due Flak, 1 Cat.E, Lt. Purvis belly-landed at home-base while on single-engine, due Flak (G) 2 missing: Maj. Andrew L. Chilton, 384th Sqn., and Lt. L.G. Miller, 383rd Squadron. 

(H) 20-0-9 (1-0-0 air, 13-0-8 T.E. ground, 1-0-1 S.E. ground, 4-0-0 3-Eng. ground, 1-0-0 6-Eng. ground. Ground and/or water targets claimed by Group (aircraft excluded). One locomotive damaged Col. Osborn, 383rd Squadron. Two barges and three boats damaged by Lt. Pick: one river-steamer damaged by Lt. Phillips:  three gun-emplacements and one hangar damaged by Lt. Ward,  all of 384th Squadron.  Locomotives destroyed (one each) by Lts. Bankey, Rooney and Visconte: one by Capt. Stapleton: one shared by Lts. Hill and Izor.  Locomotives damaged (one each) by  Lts. A. R. Jones, G.L. Jones, Rooney, Visconte, Izor, Hill and Lt. Col. Dale. One goods wagon destroyed by Lt. Bankey. One truck destroyed by Lt. Hill. Two tug-boats damaged by Lts. Hill and Izor. One barge damaged by Lt. Taylor. One river-steamer damaged by Lt. Bankey. Two barracks damaged by Lt. Rooney. Two switch-towers damaged by Lts. G.L. Jones and Rooney. Two Flak-towers damaged by Lts. Bankey and A.R. Jones. 

(I) Landfall-in Westhoofd at 11.10 hours, at 16,000 to 18,000 feet. Arrived in assigned area at approximately 12.30 hours. Landfall-out by flights from The Hague to Egmond at 13.40 to 14.30 hours, from deck to 20,000 feet. En-route in, intense accurate Flak encountered in Dümmer Lake area. Group split-up at Müritz Lake, at approximately 12.30 hours, into squadrons to sweep the assigned area.  Following airfields in area were strafed: Rechlin, Lärz, Parchim, Lüdwigslust, Hagenow and Lüneburg, resulting in claims. Enemy aircraft destroyed in the air was in vicinity of Schaal Lake. Locomotives and other ground-targets strafed in area from Wittstock to Hamburg. East of Lüneburg airfield, three P-51s were asked to help escort a crippled P-38, and the P-51s escorted back to enemy coast.  Major Chilton crashed into a house after being hit by Flak from Hagenow airfield. Lieutenant Miller was lost when his P-38 hit the ground, and exploded while strafing Lärz airfield. Lieutenant Purvis, 384th Squadron, was escorted home on single-engine, bellied plane in at home-base, un-injured.  P-38 is Cat.E destroyed. Coming out from the enemy coast, Group was advised to let-down over the North Sea in rain, ceiling of 600 feet, and visibility poor. Group found weather improved over England. Observations: 40 aircraft seen on Rechlin and Lärz airfields, mostly twin-engined: 14 seen on Parchim airfield: 20-plus seen on Lüdwigslust airfield: 2-15 aircraft, twin and tri-engined on Hagenow airfield: 24-26 twin-engined aircraft seen on Lüneburg airfield. 

· Cat.E 21.05.44

Maj. Andrew L. Chilton (
364th FG
HQ Sqn.
P-38 J-15: 43-28734 5Y-A
Flak(Hagenow

· Cat.E 21.05.44

2/Lt. Lamarr G. Miller: PoW
364th FG
383rd Sqn.
P-38 J-15: 43-28272 N2-I
Flak(Rechlin-Lärz

· Cat.E 21.05.44

2/Lt. James W. Purvis: safe
364th FG
383rd Sqn.
P-38 J-15: 5Y-
Mech↓Kingscliffe

[Accredited Claims: Miller List credits 364th FG with 1-0-0 air & 18-0-10 ground: Ed.]

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. C.S. Hill
364th FG
385th Sqn.
 ½ - 0 - 0
He 111
S.E. Luneburg


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. E.F. Izor
364th FG
385th Sqn.
 ½ - 0 - 0
He 111
S.E. Luneburg


· Claim 21.05.44

Maj. A.L. Chilton
364th FG
HQ Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Ju 88
Hagenow

· Claim 21.05.44

Maj. A.L. Chilton
364th FG
HQ Sqn.
 0 - 0 - 1
Ju 52/3m
Hagenow

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. M.W. Glascow
364th FG
383rd Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
FW 190
Rechlin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. M.W. Glascow
364th FG
383rd Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Ju 88
Rechlin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. M.W. Glascow
364th FG
383rd Sqn.
 0 - 0 - 2
Ju 88
Rechlin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. B.B. Wilson
364th FG
383rd Sqn.
 2 - 0 - 0
Ju 88
Rechlin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. B.B. Wilson
364th FG
383rd Sqn.
 0 - 0 - 1
Ju 88
Rechlin

· Claim 21.05.44

Maj. J.B. McManus
364th FG
383rd Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Me 410
N.W. Renow

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. C.A. Barnes
364th FG
383rd Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Ju 88
N.W. Renow

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. L.R. Wilson
364th FG
383rd Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Me 323
N.W. Renow

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. L.R. Wilson
364th FG
383rd Sqn.
 0 - 0 - 1
Do 217
N.W. Renow

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. J.J. Bannister
364th FG
383rd Sqn.
 0 - 0 - 2
Ju 88
Rechlin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. L.J. Miller
364th FG
383rd Sqn.
 0 - 0 - 1
Me 410
N.W. Renow

· Claim 21.05.44

Maj. J.H. Lowell
364th FG
384th Sqn.
 2 - 0 - 0
Ju 52/3m
Parchim-Ludwigslust-Hagenow


· Claim 21.05.44

Maj. J.H. Lowell
364th FG
384th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
He 111
Parchim-Ludwigslust-Hagenow


· Claim 21.05.44

Maj. J.H. Lowell
364th FG
384th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Ju 88
Parchim-Ludwigslust-Hagenow


· Claim 21.05.44

Maj. J.H. Lowell
364th FG
384th Sqn.
 0 - 0 - 1
FW 190
Parchim-Ludwigslust-Hagenow


· Claim 21.05.44

Capt. J.C. Ford
364th FG
384th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Ju 88
Parchim-Ludwigslust-Hagenow


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. S.C. Phillips
364th FG
384th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
He 111
Parchim-Ludwigslust-Hagenow


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. S.C. Phillips
364th FG
384th Sqn.
 0 - 0 - 1
He 111
Parchim-Ludwigslust-Hagenow


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. B.P. Yost
364th FG
384th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Ju 52/3m
Parchim-Ludwigslust-Hagenow
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 viii fc
339th FG
51 P-51 Mustang
10.50-16.15
F.O. 344
21- 0- 16
Various
4 Cat.E: Flak
Assigned Area

(A) 339th Fighter Group, Captain Larson leading (B) 51 P-51s, up 10.50 down 16.15 (C) 7 abortive sorties (D) Field Order # 344 (E) 4 P-51s lost: reasons unknown (F) 1 P-51 Cat.B due Flak (G) Capt. Carter, Lts. Heneghan, Steirt and Milvey.

(H) 8-0-2 S.E. (air), 5-0-0 T.E.(air), 7-0-4 S.E. (ground) and 1-0-10 T.E. (ground). Ground and/or water targets claimed by Group (aircraft excluded): Two locomotive destroyed (shared) by Lts. Bryan, Lowery, Deary, Whitelaw, Reynolds and Ericson, all of 503rd Squadron. One locomotive destroyed by Lts. Thistlewaite and Brownshadel, of 504th  Squadron. Two locomotives destroyed by Lts. Everett and Mudge: one locomotive damaged by Lts. Bryan, Lowery, Deary, Whitelaw, Reynolds and Ericson, all of 503rd Squadron. Two locomotives damaged by Lts. Price, Harry and Stephens, of 503rd Squadron. Two locomotives damaged by Lt. Brownshadel: three locomotives damaged by Lt. Eisenhart, both of 504th Squadron. Two locomotives damaged by Lt. Starnes: one locomotive damaged by Lt. Reid: two locomotives damaged by Lt. Hanseman: one locomotive damaged Lt. Farmer: one locomotive damaged by Lts. Jones and Sawicki, all of 504th Squadron. Four Flak-towers destroyed by Lts. Showker and Wilcox, and Capt. Routt: one Flak-tower (each) destroyed by  Lt. Harry,  of  504th Squadron, Lt. Mudge, of 505th Squadron. Two gas-storage tanks destroyed and two damaged by Lt. Craige, of 504th Squadron. One fuel-refinery damaged by Lts. Stockman and Thibert: two barracks destroyed by Capt. Routt, Lts. Showker and Wilcox: one rail-road station damaged by Lts. Stockman and Thibert, all of 504th Squadron. One factory (each) damaged by Lts. Lynch, Farmer and Sawicki and Lt. Eswing, all of 505th Squadron. One factory damaged by Capt. Larson and Lt. Knight, 505th Squadron. One rail-road switch-house damaged by Lt. Hanson: one hangar damaged by Capt. Lawson and Lt. Knight, both of 505th Squadron. 

(I) Landfall-in The Hague at 11.50 hours, at 20,000 feet.  Arrived north of the target  area at 13.30 hours. Group broke into flights and came in on Target-Area on the deck. One squadron strafed west of Target-Area. Two enemy aircraft were seen in the vicinity east of Leipzig and Cologne. Solid overcast over coast, 5 to 7/10th cloud over Target-Area.  Captain Carter, Lieutenant Heneghan, Lieutenant Steier and Lieutenant Mulvey last seen over Leipzig. Total of 17 enemy aircraft seen in area west of Leipzig.

· Cat.E 21.05.44

Capt.Walter T. Carter: PoW
339th FG
503rd Sqn.
P-51B-15: 42-106863 D7-B
Flak: Leipzig

· Cat.E 21.05.44

2/Lt.Floyd P. Heneghan (
339th FG
503rd Sqn.
P-51B-10: 42-106678
Flak: Riesa

· Cat.E 21.05.44

2/Lt.Arthur H. Steier (

339th FG
503rd Sqn.
P-51B-10: 42-106674
Flak: Eilenberg

· Cat.E 21.05.44

2/Lt.Robert F. Mulvey: PoW
339th FG
503rd Sqn.
P-51C-1: 42-103295
Fuel: Willesbord

[Accredited Claims: Miller List credits 339th FG with 15-0-1 air & 6-0-13 ground: Ed.]

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. L.M. Wright
339th FG
503rd Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
He 111
Riesa A/D

· Claim 21.05.44

Capt. B.C. Routt
339th FG
504th Sqn.
2 - 0 - 0
Me 109G
Dobeln

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. G.P. Harry
339th FG
504th Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
Me 109G
Leipzig

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. J.L. Lynch
339th FG
505th Sqn.
1½ - 0 - 0
Do 217
Riesa

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. J.L. Lynch
339th FG
505th Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
Unident:
Riesa

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. G.F. Perry
339th FG
505th Sqn.
½ - 0 - 0
Do 217
Riesa

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. J.R. Hanson
339th FG
505th Sqn.
1½ - 0 - 0
Unident:
Leipzig-Dresden

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. J.R. Starnes
339th FG
505th Sqn.
½ - 0 - 0
Unident:
Leipzig-Dresden

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. L. Reid
339th FG
505th Sqn.
1½ - 0 - 0
Ju 88
W. Dresden

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. C.J. Hanseman
339th FG
505th Sqn.
2 - 0 - 0
Unident:
W. Dresden

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. C.J. Hanseman
339th FG
505th Sqn.
½ - 0 - 0
Ju 88
W. Dresden

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. H.M. Everett
339th FG
505th Sqn.
½ - 0 - 0
Ju 88
Schwepnitz

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. W.F. Mudge
339th FG
505th Sqn.
½ - 0 - 0
Ju 88
Schwepnitz

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. R.W. Strong
339th FG
505th Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
Unident:
Dresden

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. O.P. Farmer
339th FG
505th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 1
Unident:
Oschatz

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. L.M. Wright
339th FG
503rd Sqn.
0 - 0 - 1
Ju 88
Riesa A/D


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. W.E. Bryan
339th FG
503rd Sqn.
0 - 0 - 2
Unident:
Pelenz-Mockau


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. R.H. Deary
339th FG
503rd Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
Unident:
Pelenz-Mockau


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. R.H. Deary
339th FG
503rd Sqn.
0 - 0 - 2
Unident:
Pelenz-Mockau


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. E.E. Erickson
339th FG
503rd Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
Unident:
Pelenz-Mockau


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. L.J. Fiorito
339th FG
503rd Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
Me 109
Pelenz-Mockau


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. L.J. Fiorito
339th FG
503rd Sqn.
0 - 0 - 1
Ju 88
Pelenz-Mockau


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. A.L. Lowery
339th FG
503rd Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
Unident:
Pelenz-Mockau


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. G.H. Reynolds
339th FG
503rd Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
Unident:
Pelenz-Mockau


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. A.S. Harte
339th FG
503rd Sqn.
0 - 0 - 2
Ju 88
Riesa A/D


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. J.B. Price
339th FG
503rd Sqn.
0 - 0 - 2
Ju 88
Pelenz A/D


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. E.B. Stephenson
339th FG
503rd Sqn.
0 - 0 - 1
Ju 88
Riesa A/D


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. R.S. Whitelaw
339th FG
503rd Sqn.
0 - 0 - 1
Ju 88
Pelenz A/D


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. G.P. Harry
339th FG
504th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 1
Ju 87
Leipzig A/D


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. L.D. Eisenhart
339th FG
504th Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
FW 190
W. Leipzig


[image: image14.wmf] 

 viii fc
359th FG
46 P-51 Mustang
10.18-15.20
F.O. 344
18 - 0 - 23
Various
4 Cat: Flak
Assigned Area

(A) 359th Fighter Group, Lieutenant-Colonel Swanson leading (B) 46 P-51s, up 10.18 down 15.20 (C) 6 abortive sorties (D) Field Order # 344 (E) 3 P-51s lost to Flak, 1 to reasons unknown (F) nil (G) Lt. Arlen R. Baldridge, Lt. Clyde M. Hudleson Jr., both 368th Sqn: Lt. Homer L. Rodeheaver, 369th Sqn., and Lt. Joseph E. Shupe, 370th Sqn., missing.

  (H) 1-0-0 S.E. (air), 10-0-15 S.E., 7-0-8 T.E. (ground). Additional ground-claims (aircraft excluded: Two locomotives and radio-tower damaged by Lt. Hagen: building and headquarters damaged by Lt. Homeyer: one locomotive destroyed (shared) by Lt. Homeyer and Lt. Glenn Back: one locomotive damaged by Lt. Addleman: one locomotive destroyed, one damaged, (shared) by Lts. McGeever and Randolph : one rail-road building, telegraph-line damaged by Lt. Drake: one locomotive destroyed, two damaged, (shared) by Lts. Hunter, Baldridge and Drake: Radar-tower, power-line, Flak installation and building damaged (shared) by Lt. Hunter, Baldridge and Drake, all of 368th Squadron. One tug-locomotive destroyed by Lt. Oliphant: three locomotives and cars damaged by Lt. Oliphant: one locomotive and cars damaged by Lt. Orwig: 12 locomotives and cars damaged by Lts. Oliphant, Thacker, Orwig, Mathew, Campbell, Kruger and Fong: five signal-towers and two Radar-stations damaged, all pilots of 369th Squadron. Two locomotives destroyed (shared) by Capt. McKee, Capt. Lancaster and Lts. Lemmens, Hipsher, Doersch, Cunningham and Wetmore: three Radar-stations damaged (shared) by Capt. McKee, Capt. Lancaster and Lts. Lemmens, Hipsher, Doersch, Cunningham, Callaghan, Wetmore and Borg: roundhouse damaged by Lt. Cunningham: one locomotive, roundhouse, oil- tank, goods train damaged by Lt. Doersch: electric-transformer station destroyed by Lt. Doersch, all pilots of 370th Squadron. 

(I) Enemy coast was overcast, but Group believed to have made landfall-in north of Schouwen Island at 11.12 hours, at 18,000 feet. Took up patrol of assigned area at 12.34 hours at Ratzeburg, at 10,000 feet. Lead-Section of Group stayed at 10,000 feet, the remainder of Group going down to deck and strafing areas of Hamburg-Lübeck-Güstrow rail-roads and others. Airfields in the vicinity of Rehna, Gremsmühlen and Wismar achieved. Withdrew at 13.49 from Schweriner Lake, at 10,000 feet. Landfall-out Meldorf at 14.00 hours, from 17,000 to 24,000 feet. Intense, accurate, Flak in the vicinity Wismar. Intense, accurate, Flak at Lübeck. A few P-51s from another Group observed in our area. Twenty-five-ship convoy seen off Meldorf.

· Cat.E 21.05.44

1/Lt. Arlen  R. Baldridge: P(
359th FG
368th Sqn.
P-51B-5: 43-6962 CV-Y
Flak: Wismar

· Cat.E 21.05.44

1/Lt. Clyde  M. Hudleson Jr. (
359th FG
368th Sqn.
P-51B-10: 42-106620 CV-G
Flak: Wismar

· Cat.E 21.05.44

1/Lt. Homer L. Rodeheaver (
359th FG
369th Sqn.
P-51B-15: 42-106818 IV-U
Flak: Reinfeld

· Cat.E 21.05.44

2/Lt. Joseph E. Shupe (
359th FG
370th Sqn.
P-51B-15: 42-106921 CS-G
Flak: Schwerin

[Accredited Claims: Miller List credits 395th FG with 2-0-0 air & 19-0-27 ground: Ed.]

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. T.J. McGeever
359th FG
368th Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
Ju 52/3m
Gadebusch

· Claim 21.05.44

Capt. R.H. Broach
359th FG
369th Sqn.
½ - 0 - 0
Unident:
N.W. Klutz

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. R.B. Sander
359th FG
369th Sqn.
½ - 0 - 0
Unident:
N.W. Klutz

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. R.B. Hatter
359th FG
368th Sqn.
6 - 0 - 0
Unident:
N. Grevesmühlen 

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. R.B. Hatter
359th FG
368th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 3
Unident:
N. Grevesmühlen 

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. T.J. McGeever
359th FG
368th Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
Unident:
Gadebusch

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. G.C. Bach
359th FG
368th Sqn.
2 - 0 - 0
FW 190
N. Grevesmühlen

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. G.C. Bach
359th FG
368th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 4
Unident:
N. Grevesmühlen

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. T.S. Lane
359th FG
368th Sqn.
2 - 0 - 0
Unident:
N. Grevesmühlen

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. T.S. Lane
359th FG
368th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 3
Unident:
N. Grevesmühlen

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. A.G. Homeyer
359th FG
368th Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
FW 190
N. Grevesmühlen

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. A.G. Homeyer
359th FG
368th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 1
FW 190
N. Grevesmühlen

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. A.G. Homeyer
359th FG
368th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 1
Ju 52/3m
N. Grevesmühlen

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. B.M. Hagen
359th FG
368th Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
Unident:
Carlowe 

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. B.M. Hagen
359th FG
368th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 2
Unident:
Carlowe 

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. G.M. Randolph
359th FG
368th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 3 
Unident:
Gadebusch

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. O.P. Drake
359th FG
368th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 1
He 111
Wismar-Rostock


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. O.P. Drake
359th FG
368th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 1
Go 242
Wismar-Rostock


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. E.R. Orwig
359th FG
369th Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
Unident:
Lübeck-Schwerin


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. E.R. Orwig
359th FG
369th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 1
Unident:
Lübeck-Schwerin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. J.E. Shupe
359th FG
370th Sqn.
4 - 0 - 0
Ju 88
Schwerin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. J.E. Shupe
359th FG
370th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 3
Ju 88
Schwerin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. R.M. Callahan
359th FG
370th Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
Ju 88
Schwerin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. R.M. Callahan
359th FG
370th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 1
Ju 88
Schwerin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. W.R. Newberg
359th FG
370th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 2
Ju 88
Schwerin

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. G.A. Doersch
359th FG
370th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 1
Unident:
Bruel


[image: image15.wmf] 

 viii fc
55th FG
46 P-38 Lightning
10.40-14.50
F.O. 344
7 - 0 - 3
S.E.F.
6 Cat.E: Flak
Assigned Area

(A) 55th Fighter Group, Major Jones leading (B) 51 P-38s, up 10.40 down 14.50 (C) 7 abortive sorties (D) Field Order # 344 (E) 6 P-38s lost (F) 2 Cat.E due to Flak. 1 Cat.A, 3 Cat.AC, all due to Flak (G) 1/Lt. Noah R. Tipton of 38th Sqn., 1/Lt. Bert R. Shepard of 38th Sqn., Capt. Karl H. Garlock of 338th Sqn., 2/Lt. Horace K. Walter of 338th Sqn., 1/Lt. James H. Weisel of 343rd Sqn., 1/Lt Henry K. Warwick of 343rd Sqn., missing. 

(H) 1-0-0 in the air, 2-0-0 S.E. on ground, 4-0-3 T.E. on ground. Ground-targets destroyed by 38th Squadron: one locomotive by Lt. Penn: one locomotive (shared) Lt. Penn and Capt. Sorace: one locomotive (shared) by Lt. Penn, Lt. Earls and Lt. Littlefield: one locomotive (shared) by Lts. Desvoignes and Wegner: one locomotive (shared) by Maj. Jones and Lt. Littlefield: two locomotives (each) by Lts. Forsblad and Castle: one locomotive (shared) by Capt. Landers and Lt. Soule: two tank-cars (each) by Lts. Thorsen and Desvoignes: one rail-road signal-house (each) by Lts. Earls and Watts: one barge (each) by Lts. Castle and Thorsen: one high-tension tower (shared) by Lts. Desvoignes and Wegner: five high-tension towers by Maj. Jones:  one high-tension tower (each) by Lts. Littlefield and Watts: thee H/T towers by Lt. Woods: two H/T towers by Lt. Forsblad: one H/T tower by Lt. Earls: two H/T towers by Lt. Castle: one Flak-tower (each) by Lt. Desvoignes and Capt. Landers: one searchlight on tower by Lt. Monty.  Ground-targets destroyed by 338th Squadron: one locomotive (each) by Lts. Hansard and Lanham: one locomotive (shared) by Maj. Bollwerk and Lt. Fruh:  one locomotive (shared) by Lts. Hansard and Korinek: one locomotive by Lt. Korinek: one rail-road switch-tower, with operator, by Lt. Harry: one river-steamer by Lt. Parker. Ground-targets destroyed by 343rd Squadron: two locomotives by Capt. Sorace: one locomotive by Lt. Bartz: three locomotives by Lt. Dvorak: one locomotive by Capt. Sorace and Lt. Penn: one locomotive (shared) by Capt. Sorace and Lt. Roberts: one river-barge by Lts. Walker and Coggeshall: three river-barges by Lt. Dvorak: six oil-tanks by Lt. Dvorak: one oil-tank car by Lt. Birtciel: one small oil-refinery by Lt. Dvorak:  four motor-trucks by Lt. Birtciel. Ground-targets damaged by 38th Squadron: two locomotives by Lt. Monty: one locomotive (shared) by Lts. Wegner and Desvoignes: one train by Maj. Jones: one train (shared) by Capt. Landers and Lt. Soule: two freight-cars by Lt. Watts: one freight-car by Lt. Littlefield: two box-cars and one flat-car damaged by Lt. Thorsen: two rail-road depots and soldiers on platform sprayed by Lt. Forsblad: 10 tug-boats (shared) by Capt. Landers and Lt. Soule:  one tug-boat by Lt. Littlefield:  one river-steamer by Lt. Desvoignes:  two barges (each) by Lts. Thorsen and Castle: one Flak-tower (each) by Lts. Forsblad and Thorsen: two hangars (shared) by Capt. Landers and Lts. Tipton and Soule: two factories by Capt. Landers and Lt. Soule: one ore-smelter by Lt. Forsblad: one camouflaged-barn by Lt. Monty: one tin-roofed building by Lt. Earls: one Radar-tower by Lt. Castel. Miscellaneous goods-wagon sprayed by Lt. Penn. Ground-targets damaged by 338th Squadron: one locomotive by Maj. Bollwerk and Lt. Fruh: one locomotive (each) by Lts. Fruh, Korinek and Lanham: one locomotive and train of tank-cars by Lt. Korinek: one river-steamer (each) by Maj. Bollwerk and Lt. Fruh: two barges by Lt. Hansard: one hangar containing FW 190s by Lt. Dempsey: one airdrome control-tower by Lt. Hansard: one airdrome barracks area by Lt. Fruh: one power-station by Lt. Hailey: four rail-road houses by Lt. Dempsey. Ground-targets damaged by 343rd Squadron: two locomotives by Capt. Sorace: four locos by Lt. Roberts: one locomotive by Lt. Sturdivan:  one river-barge (each) by Lt. Birtciel and Capt. Sorace: one river-tug by Lt. Roberts.

(I) Landfall-in Westhoofd at 11.21 hours, at 20,000 feet, proceeding on-course north of Hannover, Gardelegen, Stendal, made a 180º turn in the vicinity of Rathenow, Genthin and entered our assigned area on the deck.  Group split into squadrons, strafing all locomotives and targets-of-opportunity visible to the eye.  Me 109s were strafed at Burg airdrome, a Hs 129 at Helmstedt, and one Hs 129 shot down in the vicinity of Helmstedt at 13.15 hours.  Flights and individual aircraft came out from Wilhelmshaven to Schouwen, from 9,000 to 20,000 feet. Many barges observed in Weser-Elbe Canal. Accurate heavy A.A. fire at Uelzen, Salzwedel, south of Bremen, Hannover, and throughout the assigned area. Flak at airdromes increased in intensity when red flares were fired. Overcast prevailed over Central Germany, breaking-up into about 7/10th cloud cover.  

· Cat.E 21.05.44

1/Lt. Noah R. Tipton: PoW
55th FG
38th Sqn.
P-38J-10: 42-68076
Flak: Kampen

· Cat.E 21.05.44

1/Lt. Bert R. Shepard: PoW
55th FG
38th Sqn.
P-38J-10: 42-67713
Flak: Helmstedt

· Cat.E 21.05.44

Capt. Karl H. Garlock: PoW
55th FG
338th Sqn.
P-38J-10: 42-67771
Flak: Brunswick

· Cat.E 21.05.44

2/Lt. Horace K. Walter
 (
55th FG
338th Sqn.
P-38J-15: 42-104280
Mech: Flensburg

· Cat.E 21.05.44

1/Lt. James H. Weisel: PoW
55th FG
343rd Sqn.
P-38J-10: 42-68086
Flak: Celle

· Cat.E 21.05.44

1/Lt Henry K. Warwick (
55th FG
343rd Sqn.
P-38J-15: 42-104250
Flak: Celle

· Cat.E 21.05.44

Pilot unknown

55th FG
Sqn.
P-38J-10: 42-68001
C/L: Old Buckenham

· Cat.E 21.05.44

Pilot unknown

55th FG
Sqn.
P-38J-10: 42-67946
C/L: Nuthampstead

[Accredited Claims: Miller List credits 55th FG with 1-0-0 air & 6-0-5 ground: Ed.]

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. D.E. Penn
55th FG
38th Sqn.
1 - 0 - 0
Hs 129
Brunswick

· Claim 21.05.44

Capt. J.D. Landers
55th FG
38th Sqn.
 ½ - 0 - 0
Unident.
E. Helmstedt


· Claim 21.05.44

Capt. J.D. Landers
55th FG
38th Sqn.
 ½ - 0 - 0
Unident.
E. Helmstedt


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. N.R. Tipton
55th FG
38th Sqn.
½ - 0 - 0
Unident.
E. Helmstedt

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. N.R. Tipton
55th FG
38th Sqn.
½ - 0 - 0
Unident.
E. Helmstedt

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. V.H. Soule
55th FG
38th Sqn.
 0 - 0 - 2
Unident.
E. Helmstedt

· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. P. Dempsey
55th FG
338th Sqn.
2 - 0 - 0
Me 109
Helmstedt


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. P. Dempsey
55th FG
338th Sqn.
0 - 0 - 3
FW 190
Helmstedt


· Claim 21.05.44

Maj. V.W. Bollwerk
55th FG
338th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Hs 129
Helmstedt


· Claim 21.05.44

Lt. S.E. Hansard
55th FG
338th Sqn.
 1 - 0 - 0
Ju 88
Magdeburg


Headquarters U.S. VIII Fighter Command

Narratives of Operations

Intelligence Summary # 189

viii fc F.O. 344 & 345

21 May 1944

 Part I: Fighter-Attacks on Locomotives in Germany

Part II: Heavy-Bomber Attack on Noball Targets in Pas-de-Calais

Part II

Statistics of  U.S. Fighter Groups
Heavy-Bomber Support Tasks:
Close-Escort
Type 16
Total


viii fc Missions by 2 Groups:
1
1
2


P-47 Sorties: -
24
24
48

P-47 Thunderbolt Lost: -
-
-
0

P-47 Cat.E or damaged Cat.B: -
-
-
0

Personnel Casualties MiA: -
-
-
0

Personnel Casualties KiA: -
-
-
0

Personnel Casualties KiFA: -
-
-
0

Personnel Casualties WiA: -
-
-
0

Personnel Casualties WiFA: -
-
-
0

Combat Claims (Air): -
0-0-0
0-0-0
0-0-0


Combat Claims (Ground): -
0-0-0
0-0-0
0-0-0

Enemy Aircraft Seen: -
-
-
0

U.S. Bombers seen Shot-down: -
-
-
0

1. Summary of Fighter-Escort

48 B-17s 1st BD: 96 B-24s 2nd BD: 

The 56th 'A' Fighter Group made landfall 10 miles west of Sangatte, at 13.45 hours, proceeded over the targets and made landfall-out when 20 miles north of Cap Gris Nez, at 14.10 hours. Second rendezvous was effected when 20 miles north-west of Pointe Haut Banc, at 14.17 hours, thence made escort over the targets, at proceeded out to 10 miles north of Nieuport at 15.10 hours. The 56th 'B' Fighter Group on un-eventful patrol, under Type 16 Control. Swept Amiens, Lille, Namur and Antwerp areas. Enemy opposition: nil.   Flak: heavy, moderate, and accurate, at St. Inglevert. Heavy, meagre, and inaccurate, at St. Pol and Lens. Observations: one ground-rocket fired to 21,000 feet in vicinity Aubigny.  B-24, thought to be crewless, circling off Bradwell Bay at 11,000 feet.  

Points of Interest: nil.  

2. Bomber Report

One Combat-Wing of 1st Bomb. Division (40 B-17s) and two Combat-Wings of the 2nd Bomb. Division (110 B-24s) were dispatched to attack two military installations in the Pas-de-Calais area. The first force of one Combat-Wing of 25 B-17s attacked, dropping 94.5 tons of G.P. bombs with un-observed results. No enemy aircraft encountered. The second force of two Combat-Wings of 99 B-24s attacked, dropping 355.0 tons G.P. and 10.0 tons RDX high-explosive bombs. Results are believed to have been good.

a. Fighter-Escort


[image: image16.wmf] 

 viii fc
56th 'A' FG
24 P-47 Thunderbolt
13.18-15.40
F.O. 335
0 - 0 - 0
-
No casualty
F-E: Pas-de-Calais

(A) 56th 'A' Fighter Group, Captain Goodfleisch leading (B) 24 P-47s, up 13.18 down 15.40 hours (C) no abortive sorties (D) Field Order # 345 (E) thru (H) nil (I) First rendezvous made 10 miles west of Sangatte at 13.45 hours, at 18,000 feet. Made landfall-in Sangatte at 13.50 hours, at 19,000 feet. Escorted over target. Landfall-out north-east of Cap Gris Nez  at 14.05 hours. Broke-escort 20 miles north of Cap Gris Nez at 14.10 hours, 21,000 feet. Second rendezvous 20 miles north-west of Pointe Haut Banc at 14.17 hours, 22,000 feet.  Escorted over target. Landfall-out Nieuport at 15.05 hours, 19,000 feet. Escort-broken 10 miles north of Nieuport at 15.10 hours, at 19,000 feet. Un-eventful patrol. One ground-rocket in the vicinity of Aubigny at 21,000 feet. Heavy, moderate, accurate Flak over St. Inglevert. Heavy, meagre, inaccurate Flak over St. Pol and Lens. B-24, thought to be crewless, circling off Bradwell Bay 11,000 feet. 

b. Control: Type 16 G.C.I.Radar
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 viii fc
56th 'B' FG
24 P-47 Thunderbolt
13.02-15.50
F.O. 335
0 - 0 - 0
-
No casualty
Type 16: France

(A) 56th 'B' Fighter Group, Lieutenant-Colonel Gabreski leading (B) 24 P-47s, up 13.02 down 15.50 hours (C) no abortive sorties (D) Field Order #345 (E) thru (H) nil (I) Landfall-in at Le Tréport at 13.47 hours, 18,000 feet. Flew to Amiens area, thence to Lille, to Namur and back to Antwerp.  Flew at about 19,000 feet. Patrolled area un-eventfully. No enemy aircraft seen. Landfall-out from Dunkirk to Zeebrugge at 15.15-17 hours, from 14,000 to 17,000 feet.
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The Foregoing is subject to Amendment and

should not be used for Record Purposes.

By Command of Major-General KEPNER


Signed: Laurence K. Callahan

Colonel. G.S.C.

Asst. C/S, A-2.

Reading the Narratives and their Keys. Title-Line is commenced on the left margin by the U.S. VIII or IX Fighter Command Logo. The Narratives including the operations of the U.S. IX Fighter Command from October 1943 when its Groups were subordinated to the Eighth. Paragraph 'A' reads the Fighter Squadron or Group; Paragraph 'B' the Force number, including the abortive sorties, and type of aircraft of the force; Paragraph 'C' times of first-up and last-down in GMT; Paragraph 'D' mission Field Order Number; 'H' tri-numbered Claim and Enemy-Aircraft type or task [destroyed - probably destroyed - damaged]; Paragraph 'E & F' gives short summary of Aircraft Loss Categories; Paragraph 'I' reads Task with Target and/or Area of Operation. The Tasks are coded as follows:   

Logo
A
B
C
D
H
E & F
I
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 viii fc
78th FG
48 P-47 Thunderbolt
16.44-18.25
F.O. 81
1 - 0 - 0
FW 190
No casualty
F-Sw: Pas-de-Calais

Mech: 
Mechanical or Engine-Failure

Wx:
Adverse Weather

Cmbt:
Air Combat

H-BS
Heavy-Bomber Support

M-BS
Medium-Bomber Support

L-BS
Light-Bomber Support

F-BS
Fighter-Bomber Support

F-Sw
Fighter-Sweep (R.A.F. 11 Group 'Rodeo')

Cat.A
Damaged: repair on site by operating Unit.

Cat.AC
Damaged: repair on site not by operating Unit.

Cat.B
Damaged: repair at Maintenance Unit.

Cat.C
Damaged: repair for Ground Instruction purposes only.

Cat.E
Written-off: salvage impossible.

Cat.E1
Written-off: use of components possible.

Cat.E2
Written-off: salvage of scrap possible

Cat.Em
Written-off: missing on operational flight

ASR
Air-Sea Rescue

CE
Close-Escort

EC
Escort-Cover

HC
High-Cover

EPJ
Emergency Parachute-Jump
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